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Newsletter, Spring 2008



Greetings from East Greenbush Friends of Music!  FOM is a volunteer organization of parents dedicated to fostering and enhancing the music education, performance ability and musical appreciation of all students in the East Greenbush Central School District.  We have put together this newsletter to keep members and prospective members informed on what’s happening with FOM and our school district’s music program students.



Upcoming Events!!

· April 22- Cabaret Night at Goff Cafe- 7:30, Goff Middle School Cafeteria - A night of Jazz music featuring the Goff Jazz Band, Goff Select Choir, Columbia Jazz Band, and special guests, SUNY Albany Jazz Ensemble.  FOM will provide refreshments

· May 1 - NYSSMA Majors at BH-BL High School - The CHS Jazz Band and CHS Symphonic Band compete in NYSSMA Majors.  Similar to the NYSSMA solo festival, this competition is for large ensembles to perform and be adjudicated.

· May 2 - NYSSMA Solo Festival at Queensbury H.S. - The solo festival is an event where student musicians from all over the Capital Region prepare an individual piece of music and performs for an adjudicator at the festival.  The student has their playing evaluated and commented upon.  A rating is given and at the end of the year medals are presented to the students at the end of the year awards ceremony. CHS Students participate.
· May 10 - District Wide Solo/Ensemble Recital at Columbia Courtyard - Students and Faculty members from throughout the district will come together on this Saturday morning to play various solo and chamber works.  It has been many years since the district has had a recital and many people are looking forward to this great opportunity to perform.  FOM will    provide food and drinks for sale.
· May 12- 6th Grade Concert at Columbia H.S. – 7:00 p.m.

· May 13- 7th Grade Concert at Columbia H.S. – 7:00 p.m.

· May 15 - 8th Grade Concert at Columbia H.S. – 7:00 p.m.

· May 16 - 8th Grade Trip to the Great East Festival – Springfield, Mass. - The Great East trip presents an opportunity for the 8th Grade Chorus, Orchestra and Band to perform for professional adjudicators and have their playing rated.  This trip and performance is the culmination of three years of hard work by the students in the performing ensembles at Goff.   
· May 29 - Spring Concert #1 at Columbia H.S. – 7:00 p.m. - Featuring Jazz Band, Chamber Singers, Chamber Orchestra and Symphonic Band

· May 30th and 31st  - NYSSMA Solo Festival at Guilderland H.S. – The solo festival is an event where student musicians from all over the Capital Region prepare an individual piece of music and performs for an adjudicator at the festival.  The student has their playing evaluated and commented upon.  A rating is given and at the end of the year medals are presented to the students at the end of the year awards ceremony. Goff Students participate.

· June 9 - Spring Concert #2 at Columbia H.S. – 7:00 p.m.- Featuring Concert Bands, Chorus and String Orchestra
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News from CHS by Scott Halliday

Columbia High School Music students have participated in many select performing organizations this school year.  The students have either auditioned for and/or been highly recommended by their school music teacher.  Participation in these groups involved a level of dedication, talent, hard work and commitment that is to be commended.  These students and their families should be very proud of the accomplishments they have made.

2008 All State - Jason Chicoine French Horn - All State Symphonic Band, Kayla Chevalier Trumpet - All State Symphonic Band, Kayla Chevalier Trumpet - All State Jazz Band Alternate, Taylor Collins - All State Chorus Alternate
2007 Potsdam College Crane Honor Choir - Kristy Allen, Brittany DeJohn, Jennifer LaRosa, Jake Luria, Amber Pallozzi, Lauren Scheibly, Taylor Quenelle

2008 Rensselaer County Winter Music Festival Junior Band - Jacqueline Millard, Kayla Moses, Caitlin O’Neil, Matt Mullin

2008 Suburban Council Music Festival Orchestra - Kayla Chevalier, Matt Hogan, Brandon Powers-Green

2008 Suburban Council Music Festival Band- Sandy Bender, Heidi Crampton, Dan Jordan, Katie Motler

2007-2008 Empire State Youth Orchestra Ensembles - Roslyn Brandes, Jason Chicoine, Matt Hogan, Katie Motler

2008 Suburban Council Music Festival Chorus - Kristy Allen, Cody Crimmins, Abby Guinane, Claudette Martin, Lauren Scheibly, Julie Wantach

2008 Rensselaer County Spring Music Festival Senior Band - Roslyn Brandes, Lindsey Corkrey, Becky D’Amico, Jared Lozier, Katie Motler, Yelena Tuzikova
East Greenbush Education Foundation

This year’s gala honored Robert M. Riano.  Music was provided by the CHS Jazz Combo, CHS Chamber Orchestra and vocal soloists from the CHS Chamber Singers.

Congratulations to All !!!!


News from Goff by David Bresnahan

This year at Goff we have had a great many students involved in musical activities outside of the normal school day.  Participation in these groups involved a level of dedication, talent, hard work and commitment that is to be commended.  These students and their families should be very proud of the accomplishments they have made.

2008 Rensselaer County Winter Music Festival Band- Bonnie Deyo – Flute, Liz Dickie – Clarinet, Katie D’Amico – Tenor Saxophone, Joshua Myers-Collins – Trumpet, Royce Duda – Trumpet, Tom McIntyre – Trumpet, Mary Kate Chester – Trombone, Brandon Littlejohn – Baritone, Grant Beals – Tuba, Brian Chiappinelli – Percussion

2008 Rensselaer County Winter Music Festival Chorus- Ashlyn Bell – Soprano, Alysia Brunner – Soprano, Sabrina Cristo – Soprano, Katie Debell Donnely – Soprano, Erin Dickie – Soprano, Hannah Dillon – Soprano, Carolyn Farley – Soprano, Alisha Gandhi – Soprano, Ashley Newman – Soprano, Brynna Danaher – Alto, Sydney DeFruscio – Alto, Ethan Hayes – Alto, Josh Heeder – Alto, Sierra Hipwell – Alto, Kaitlyn Nadereski – Alto, Hannah Newson – Alto, Kristy Tillman – Alto, Megumi Ulrich – Alto
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Goff news continued:

2008 Rensselaer County Spring Music Festival Chorus- Ciara Cristo – Soprano, Sarah Newson – Soprano, Kaila Johnson – Soprano, Charlotte O’Connor – Soprano, Michaela Wells – Soprano, Ashley Anderson – Alto, Molly Beaudin – Alto, Molly Ruffo – Alto, Emily Younger – Alto, Alison Walkley – Alto, Dan Werner ​– Baritone, Taylor Warren – Baritone, Sam Kessler – Baritone, Nick Whitney – Baritone, Brian Chiappinelli – Baritone, Sean Maloney – Baritone, Joe Wantuch – Baritone, Nathan Ryan – Baritone, Alex Morrison – Baritone, Tom McIntyre – Baritone

2008 Rensselaer County Spring Music Festival Band- Henri Berger – Baritone Saxophone, Keenan Krenzer – Tuba, Lillian LaPlante – Flute, Erika Lockrow – Clarinet, Christina McDonald – Clarinet, Jaela Milford – Trumpet, Kaitlyn Naderski – Alto Saxophone, Brendan Pursel – Baritone Saxophone, Ashley Newman – Clarinet, Gayle Woods – Bass Clarinet

2008 Suburban Council Music Festival Jazz Band- Joshua Myers-Collins – Trumpet, Ryan Hogan – Electric Bass, Brian Chiappinelli – Drumset

2007-2008 Empire State Youth Orchestra Ensembles- Brian Chiappinelli – Junior Percussion Ensemble, Daniel Geng – String Orchestra, Sean Maloney – Repertory Orchestra

Congratulations to All !!!



Needed….Steinway Piano Fundraiser Chairperson.  Friends of Music has the opportunity to participate in a fundraiser for a brand new Steinway Piano for the East Greenbush School District with Clark Music.  We are looking for a volunteer to Chair this effort.  If you are interested please contact Pat Corkrey at 479-0908.



Needed…Parent volunteers to work concession stands at Goff concerts.  If you have a Middle School musician and can spend an hour to work the concession stand at your son/daughters concert, please contact Pat Corkrey at 479-0908.



Wanted….Pre-enjoyed (used) instruments to sell at the FOM Spring Pre-enjoyed Instrument Sale.  Instruments should be in good working order; we will help you ask a fair-market price.  Date of sale TBA, please contact Amy Gawrys at 479-3616 if you have an instrument you are interested in selling.



Come join Friends of Music!!!

Meetings scheduled May 7, 2008 & June 11, 2008

7:00 PM, Goff Middle School Library
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Letter from the East Greenbush Friends of Music

Dear Friends,

     Please join the East Greenbush Friends of Music if you are not already a member; please renew your membership if it has been over one year since you last sent in membership dues..  Your support through membership is invaluable to the Friends of Music organization and our ability to foster and enhance our children’s music education throughout the East Greenbush School District.

     We have an exciting year planned.  Some of our upcoming events and activities for the 2007-2008 school year will include:

· Columbia Idol Concession

· Goff Middle School Concerts Concessions

· NYSSMA Solo/Ensemble Medals for participating students, June 2008

· Music Enrichment Awards to CHS Graduating Seniors

· Summer Music Study Scholarships (applications available from Music Department at your school)

· Used Instrument Sale- Spring/Fall 2008

· Faculty/Student recital – May 10, 2008

     As you can see, your membership is very important to our students.  Your annual membership will be valid for a rolling calendar year.  Please fill out the membership application and mail to the address on the form.
     We will be contacting you if you indicate the ability to volunteer a couple of hours this year on committees or at concerts.  





Thank you in advance for your support!!

Sincerely,






Pat Corkrey, President

479-0908






Angela Motler – Vice-President
477-4031






Anne Marie McGrath, Treasurer
732-2539






Amy Gawrys, Secretary

479-3616
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     East Greenbush (EG) Friends of Music is a volunteer organization of parents dedicated to fostering and enhancing the music education, performance ability and musical appreciation of all students of the East Greenbush Central School District.  We rely on the generosity of the community and parents of our students.  We raise funds through annual membership dues and various fundraising activities.  We wish to provide support to our students at all levels of their musical training, from elementary school where they sing their first notes and select their initial instruments, to middle school where they make amazing strides in improving their musical skills, to high school where they can audition for various elite musical ensembles like jazz band, symphonic band and chamber singers.

     Each year, Friends of Music funds NYSSMA Solo/Ensemble Medals for participating students.  For the past several years, Friends of Music has funded the Music Departments Awards given to 8th and 12th graders.   Friends of Music has also provided $250 Music Enrichment awards to two graduating high school seniors and $100 Summer Music Study Scholarships to qualifying middle school students.

     Friends of Music has also provided funds to bring guest artists to our students and provided mini grants to our teachers to support projects outside the mandated curricular areas yet very important to a quality music education program.  We cannot do it without your support.  Your support and ideas are needed to enhance all areas of the district music program and to provide awareness and appreciation of the musical arts throughout the community.

YOUR EAST GREENBUSH FRIENDS OF MUSIC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

(Membership is valid for 1 rolling calendar year)

Please select one of the following MEMBERSHIP LEVELS:



Virtuoso $100  
         Maestro $75    
                  Impresario $50



Benefactor $30
         Patron $20
                  Member $10

Name________________________________________    Phone:_________________________

     
(As you wish it listed on concert program)

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________

Would you be willing to volunteer a couple of hours this year for committee or concerts?





Yes



No

Please note the schools that your child/children attend or attended: ________________________

Enclosed is a check for __________ payable to East Greenbush Friends of Music

Please send this completed application and payment to:

     EG Friends of Music, c/o Anne Marie McGrath, 2 Brashear Pl., Castleton,  NY  12033

If you have any questions, please call:

Pat Corkrey   479-0908   President

Amy Gawrys   479-3616   Secretary

